
EP Herald, 27-April-2018 Cyan Page 7 EP Herald, 27-April-2018 Magenta Page 7 EP Herald, 27-April-2018 Yellow Page 7 EP Herald, 27-April-2018 Black Page 7

N E WSConnect with us on
Twitter – @HeraldPE

Visit us on Facebook:
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / T h e H e r a l d E C 7Friday

April 27, 2018

B usiness RAND/DOLLAR R12.40 +0.25%

RAND/EURO R15.01 +0.91%

MARKET MOVERS – AT 9.20PMGLOBAL MARKETS

JSE 57 453 +0.82%

FTSE 100 7 421.43 +0.57%

DOW 24 331.19 +1.03%

P L AT I N U M $906 -0.82%BRENT CRUDE $74.71 +0.96%

GOLD $1 316.98 -0.41%

RAND/POUND R17.26 +0.5%DAX 12 500.47 +0.63%

Corporation poised for Africa role and initiative to attract investment

CDC ready to spread wings

‘ The CDC is keen
to see its
expertise and
experience
spanning over
19 years utilised

Students roped
in for disaster
management
Shaun Gillham

SANTAM has partnered with disaster management
education specialist Stenden South Africa to imple-
ment a groundbreaking mentorship programme
that will see students placed at eight municipal-
ities, the majority of which are in Eastern Cape.

The insurer has also announced the extension of
a multimillion-rand disaster management partner-
ship with municipalities.

This will affect the lives of around five million
South Africans, while creating job opportunities

and transferring skills.
The seven municipali-

ties in he Eastern Cape in-
clude the Sarah Baartman
District Municipality, the
Kouga, Koukamma, Nd-
lambe and Blue Crane Lo-
cal Municipalities, Alfred
Nzo District Municipality
and Buffalo City.

The development will
see Stenden students
placed in the eight vulner-
able communities until
September 30 as disaster
management interns.

Stenden’s BBA degree in
disaster management is coupled with a year of
practical experience.

“The collaboration forms part of the Partnership
for Risk and Resilience initiative, a partnership be-
tween Santam and local municipalities to build re-
silient and risk-aware communities,” Santam’s
Stakeholder Relations and Corporate Social Inves-
tment head, John Lomberg, said.

He said the initiative is a partnership with the
Department of Cooperative Governance and the
South African Local Government Association.

Since 2012, Santam has invested more than
R5.4-million in helping 24 municipalities.

“The programme has now been expanded to assist
a total of 53 local municipalities,” Lomberg said.

Stenden executive dean Dr Wouter Hensens said:
“The eight communities receiving our disaster
management interns can be assured that these are
top-quality students.”

The Ehlanzeni District Municipality in Mpuma-
langa is the eighth recipient municipality.

WOUTER HENSENS

SMMEs inspire the hope we
so badly need as an economy
OPRAH Winfrey believes a mentor is
someone who allows you to see the hope
inside yourself.

As a business mentor this is impera-
tive, since it speaks to the purpose of
your relationship with the entrepreneur.

The subject top of the
mind for entrepreneurs at
present seems to be how to
hook the big customer –
they request help to get in
with the big companies and
onto their database.

This is the hope inside of
most SMMEs in South Afri-
ca at present.

Supplier development
and diversity is a major tool
that can enable this hope of
the entrepreneur, which
aligns with our National De-
velopment Plan (NDP) 2030.

The first aspiration for
the Africa we want as per
the African Union’s Agenda
2063: “A prosperous Africa
based on inclusive growth
and sustainable development –
economies structurally transformed to
create shared growth, decent jobs and
economic opportunities for all.”

Our NDP has great hope for our

SMMEs, setting out ambitious goals inclu -
ding a target for 90% employment oppor-
tunities to come from our sector by 2030.

Gauteng Finance MEC Barbara Creecy
confirmed her belief at the Smart Pro-
curement World Conference in Johan-

nesburg that, “at the centre
of our efforts to fundamen-
tally change the structure of
our economy is a vigorous
promotion of SMMEs.

“SMMEs dominate the
world business stage and are
the main type of business.”

Creecy quoted a recent
World Bank study which
found that the township
economy is worth more
than R10-billion a year.

“Given the important role
that this sector plays in our
overall agenda to transform,
modernise and reindustri-
alise, government continues
to use our massive procure-
ment muscle – as well as our
vast infrastructure spend at

a strategic level – to drive meaningful
transformation, empowerment, job cre-
ation and economic inclusion,” she said.

What is the conundrum we are trying
to address to keep the hope of SMMEs
alive?

Indeed, it is the importance of supplier
development through diversity and in-
clusivity by all stakeholders to create an
enabling economy.

Supply chain development investment
is a major key to the hope that can
achieve the economic and transforma-
tion goals we strive to achieve – and
sooner, rather than later.

To achieve the economic growth re-
quired to meet the NDP and social eco-
nomic goals, government procurement
openings need to be more readily avail-
able to small businesses, which at pre-
sent create the most jobs and employ
56% of the South African workforce.

Supplier diversity and inclusivity is a
structured, monitored business pro-
gramme that encourages the use of his-
torically underutilised vendors.

Examples of diverse business owners
include, but is not limited to, ethnic mi-
norities, women, disabled persons, les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and/or transgender
persons.

Sustainable supplier development is a
win-win situation for all – the govern-
ment, big corporates and SMMEs.

Above all, it can inspire the hope we so
greatly need as an economy, and as a
country, right now.

– Betsy Ings is the managing director of Tradelane

BETSY INGS

Shaun Gillham
gillhams @tisoblackstar.co.za

T
HE Coega Develop-
ment Corporation
(CDC) has begun in-
creasing its footprint
beyond South Africa’s
borders and is eyeing

a stake in the government’s bid to
attract $100-billion (R1.2-trillion)
in new investments.

The CDC, which has already
been involved in significant infra-
structure development projects
around the country, has an-
nounced its intentions to expand
into Africa.

The CDC, among its many other
mandates and activities, operates
what is widely considered to be
among Africa’s most successful
Special Economic Zones (SEZ),
alongside the Port of Ngqura.

According to the CDC’s market-
ing, brand and communications
head, Dr Ayanda Vilakazi, the org-
anisation is now positioned as an
African public sector organisa-
tion which has an African foot-
print as well as extensive experi-
ence in providing African solu-
tions to African problems and
challenges.

Revealing that the CDC was
now providing advisory and con-
sulting services to three other
African countries, Vilakazi said
CDC was now seeking to intensify
its business outreach efforts by
going beyond South Africa.

The countries were named as
Uganda, Botswana and Namibia.

“The CDC has pervasive capabilities
in project management, engineering,
procurement, construction, ICT and fa-
cilities as well as effective localisation
solutions,” he said, describing ser vices,

experience and knowledge the CDC
could offer international clients. “The
CDC is an ISO-accredited organisation
and provides construction and building
solutions to local and international in-
vestors, business process solutions to

clients locally in the Eastern Cape and
throughout South Africa. The CDC is al-
so the preferred implementing agent for
the g o v e rn m e n t ’s infrastructure and fa-
cilities management programme by pro-
viding expertise and capacity in minor

and mega infrastructure and facilities
development and management projects.

“Therefore, the CDC is keen to see its
expertise and experience spanning over
19 years utilised in the delivery of mega
infrastructure projects on the African

content,” Vilakazi said.
“Through the Africa Trade and

Investments Solutions Strategy,
the CDC is at the helm of the coun-
tr y’s renewed drive for business
exchanges between South Africa
and the rest of the content.

The organisation was embark-
ing on project delivery and mak-
ing operational key public infra-
structure throughout the conti-
nent, he said.

He described the CDC’s value
proposition for clients’ infra-
structure programmes as inclu-
ding CDC’s ability to leverage the
inclusion of local supplier value
chains, local content develop-
ment, capacity and capability de-
velopment, labour management
and a streamlined approach to
benefits management across the
project lifecycle.

Vilakazi said the CDC wel-
comed the recent appointment of
the investment envoys intro-
duced by President Cyril
Ramaphosa in the bid to generate
at least $100-billion in new invest-
ment over the next five years.

“The Coega SEZ as a foreign direct in-
vestment destination is looking forward
to working closely with the team to en-
sure that we attract investment to both
the regional and national economies,”
he said.

MEGA PROJECTS: The Dedisa Peaking Power Plant is a diesel-driven 342MW plant and one of the largest operational energy plants at
Coega to date

Wool market
trades higher
THE wool market traded higher in
Port Elizabeth on Wednesday and the
Cape Wools Merino Indicator in-
creased by 4.1% and by 741 points to
close at a value of R189.54 (clean).

The Australian EMI increased by
2.3% this week and the Cape Wools
All Wool Indicator increased by 4.6%.

The wool market maintained its
strong performance and closed
firmer primarily due to the continued
demand for quality wool.

This was another smaller auction
at which the majority of wool on offer
was of medium length and tested
fine.

The weaker rand increased pro-
ducer returns and is a welcome relief
given the reduced seasonal deliver-
ies to broker stores which remain
lower than the previous season to
date. Competition between buyers
was good.

The offering comprised 7 609 bales
of which 98.6% was sold. Major
traders were Modiano (2 557), Stan-
dard Wool SA (2 397), Tianyu SA
(1 329) and Lempriere SA (518).

Bid to stop power deal cost R1.5m

JSE closes firmer on positive data
Karl Gernetzky

The JSE firmed yesterday, but ended the
shortened trading week a little lower, as
positive local data and a slightly softer dol-
lar lifted all the bourse’s sub-indices.

Markets have been jittery since Monday,
as the dollar jumped with treasury yields,
shying investors away from risk assets.

Domestic banks were hardest hit, but led

the gains, while miners also benefited from
a pause in the dollar’s rise.

Data was positive, with the producer
price index (PPI) falling to an annual 3.7% in
March, from 4.2% in February.

The all-share rose 0.82% to 57 453 points
and the Top 40 0.89%. General retailers rose
2.06%, banks 1.52%, the platinum index 1.17%,
financials 1.14%, industrials 0.81%, and food
and drug retailers 0.41%. – BusinessLIVE

TRANSFORM RSA and met-
alworkers’ union Numsa
found themselves in a
R1.5-million debt hole after
an urgent application to
stop the signing of the agree-
ment between Energy Minis-
ter Jeff Radebe and 27 inde-
pendent power producers
was dismissed with costs.

Late last month, the high
court in Pretoria dismissed
with costs the urgent appli-
cation by the two organisa-

tions to halt the signing of
the agreements.

The two bodies have now
asked for leave to appeal
against the costs portion of
the order.

In their application‚ filed
last Friday‚ the organisa-
tions said the court had
erred in ordering them to
pay costs.

They said they had raised
a substantial constitutional
issue and were attempting

to prevent organs of state

from conducting them-

selves u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y.

Both are non-profit organ-

isations.

Transform RSA president

Adil Nchabeleng said the es-

timated legal costs came to

about R1.5-million.

Numsa said it continued

to object to the unilateral

signing of IPP contracts by

the minister. – Ti m e s L I V E


